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nists at Roanoke. He found Elizabeth, Raleigh^
and the rest all working to meet the Great Armada.
Yet, even during the following year, the momen-
tous year of 1588, Raleigh managed to spare two
pinnaces, with fifteen colonists aboard, well pro-
vided with all that was most needed. A Spanish
squadron, however, forced both pinnaces to run
back for their lives. After this frustrated attempt
two more years passed before White could again
sail for Virginia. In August, 1590, his trumpeter
sounded all the old familiar English calls as he
approached the little fort. No answer came. The
colony was lost for ever. White had arranged that
if the colonists should be obliged to move away
they should carve the name of the new settlement
on the fort or surrounding trees, and that if there
was either danger or distress they should cut a
cross above. The one word CROATOAN was all
White ever found. There was no cross. White's
beloved colony, White's favorite daughter and her
little girl, were perhaps in hiding. But supplies
were running short. White was a mere passenger
on board the ship that brought him; and the crew
were getting impatient, so impatient for * refresh-
ment' and a Spanish prize that they sailed past
Croatoan, refusing to stop a single hour.